
GHOST NET INSTALLATION
GHOST NET INSTALLATION

Musée Océanographique de Monaco - 2016

ERUB ARTS
AUSTRALIA

Island Life Proposal

erubarts.com.au    visit Erub Arts on facebook
manager@erubarts.com.au



Context
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The Art of Ghost Net  
Re-purposing an environmental problem
90% of the marine debris entering the coastal regions of northern 
Australia is of a fishing nature and originates from all parts of South East 
Asia. The nets drift aimlessly indiscrimately killing as they travel with the 
ocean currents. The collection and disposal of this net has also become 
a huge logistical problem as the areas of Australia that are affected are 
sparsley inhabited by indigeous people living in communities.

As a solution that also raises awarenes of the problem ghost net art and 
craft has become a phenomenon inside the movement that is Australian 
indigenous art. At every level the works that are produced resonate with 
all people on a recycling, sustainability, and conservation level.

Successes
The ghost net movement created a successful model of collaboration 
between indigenous and non-indigenous people, creating works that 
draw inspiration both from the ocean and also tell stories of indigenous 
life and the dependance on the ocean to maintain strong, healthy 
communities and culture.

Erub Arts started making ghost net pieces in 2010 with an initial workshop 
by Ghost Net Australia and then under the artistic direction of Lynnette 
Griffiths has gone on to make large scale sculptures and installations. 
Ghost Net works are currently in National and International touring shows 
and have been acquired by the, Queensland Art Gallery, Paliament 
House Collection Canberra, National Gallery of Australia, National 
Museum Canberra, Australian Museum- Sydney, Australian National 
University Canberra, Cairns Regional Gallery.
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Travel to Erub is by light aircraft or sea

Erub artists seek to preserve culture – we want our community to have a 
strong Erubam le identity.  Our art centre works to revitalise our traditional 
culture and promote it to the world.

Erub (Darnley Island) is a tropical volcanic island located approximately 
160km North of Cape York in the North East of the Torres Strait on the edge 
of the Great Barrier Reef. 

Erub is home to approximately 400 Erubam le (Erub People) whose 
seafaring heritage has traditions in elaborately decorated canoes, 
carved stone, and intricately made dance costumes and weaponary.   
Stories of creation and events are passed down through song and dance 
keeping cultural traditions vibrantly alive.

Erub artists are from four tribal groups. They draw artistic inspiration 
from their identity, connection to their totems through traditional and 
contemporary stories about their land, sea and family connections. 

The Art Centre presents a unique model, built within the school grounds as 
an intergenerational learning centre where adults and children can work 
together in artist mentor roles.



Proposal
The Erub display in the Salon Honneur will be a suspended installation 
glimpsing at island life above and below the water, featuring animal 
species commonly found in the Torres Strait. All pieces will use reclaimed 
fishing net (ghost net) woven by Erub artists and other artists who have 
had key roles as workshop facilitators on the island. The installation, will 
be lit in a dramatic manner to achieve an under water and above water 
feel. The focuss piece a vessel (outrigger canoe or dinghy) will act as the 
visual divider between the marine environment and the sky.

The installation aims to create an elaborate, colourful aqarium while 
conveying the message that ocean conservation and sustainability is 
everyones responsibility. 

both pages: Giant Cod, Dauma on display at 
Australia Museum, Sydney
Photo: Scott Mitchell, Australia Museum



Artists Impression
The Salon display will consist of a group of colourful Ghost Net objects 
ranging in size from 3m to 1m in length.  Pieces would be hung at varying 
heights and angles allowing the viewer to walk through them as if 
submerged within an ocean aquarium. 



Dinghy ‘Loyalty’
Loyalty - Ghost Net Dinghy approx 3m in length 

weighs approx 60kg. Launched at a community 
celebration on Erub June 2014, exhibited at CIAF 

2014. Purchased as an inslallation that included 
a giant squid and 8 fish by National Museum 

Canberra 2014
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Images of Ghost Net work
Ghost Net fish of varying sizes and styles 



Aquarium installation 2014
Installation exhibition at Martin Browne Contemporary, Sydney 2014 - The 
majority of fish in this show were made by Erub Arts and their collaborators


